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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 1 and 3-9 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 18 October 2005 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 1 21 and 372. 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which 
are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 . 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .499, applicant is required, in reply to this action, to 

elect a single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 

Group I, claims 1 and 3-9, drawn to a method of making resin fine particles comprising 
heating and reducing the heating temperature. 

Group II, claims 2, 19 and 20, drawn to a method of making resin particles comprising 
sealing, heating and quenching pressure. 

Group III, claim(s) s 10-13, drawn to a polyolefin resin particle. 

Group IV, claim(s) 14 and 15, drawn to a polyester resin particle. 

Group V, claim(s) 16-18, drawn to an acrylic resin particle. 

2. The inventions listed as Groups I and II do not relate to a single general inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or 
corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: materially different 
process steps: the releasing pressure in group I is accomplished by reducing 
temperature while the releasing pressure in group II is done by quenching pressure. 

3. The inventions listed as Groups I and (lll-V) do not relate to a single general 
inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the 
same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: the method 
of group I is not used to make the product of groups lll-V. 
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4. The inventions listed as Groups II and (lll-V) do not relate to a single general 
inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the 
same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: the method 
of group I is not used to make the product of groups lll-V. 

5. During a telephone conversation with Applicant's Representative, Joseph Ruch 
on September 25, 2007, a provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute 
the invention of group I, claims 1 and 3-9. Affirmation of this election must be made by 
applicant in replying to this Office action. Claims 2 and 10-18 are withdrawn from 
further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1 .142(b), as being drawn to a non- 
elected invention. 

6. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(i). 

Claim Objections 

7. Claims 1 and 3-9 are objected to because of the following informalities: Although 
claims are understandable, they are not readily clear because of awkward wordings. 

8. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

10. Claims 1 and 3-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by the 
Japanese patent JP 2003-268,119 ("JP'1 19").* 

Claim 1 : JP'1 19 teaches a method for making fine particles comprising mixing a 
polymer and a supercritical fluid at a high pressure and reducing the temperature rapidly 
to generate the resin fine particles. See claim 1 . 
Claims 3 and 4: See claim 2. 

Claim 5: See paragraph [0009], last sentence and paragraph [0021].. 

Claims 6-9: The properties as claimed are deemed to be met by inherence because the 

process taught in JP'1 19 is the same process as claimed. 

1 1 . Other references are cited as art of interest. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to H. T. Le whose telephone number is 571 -272-1 51 1 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Mondays to Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rena Dye can be reached on 571-272-3186. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



* Copy of this reference has been provided by Applicant. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/KTHiLe/ 
H. (Holly) T. Le 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1794 



March 16, 2008 



